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Tip: Durability of Cross Pencils

Most pencils won't be as durable as pens, and that includes Cross pencils. However,
you can keep your Cross pencil refills in a cool, dry desk drawer to ensure longevity. As
with Mont Blanc pencils, be sure to replace the erasers often. A Cross mechanical
pencil with gold, chrome (such as the Medalist), or platinum body will withstand
repeated use, so long as you remember to keep it clean and pencil leads replaced.
Wipe your Cross pencil with a clean lint-free soft cloth. You're Cross pen and pencil;
sets will be sure to last.

Tip: Leather versus Aluminum

Luxurious leather pouches cushion you're Cross pencils, and can accommodate one to
three pencils and/or pens. You may even choose to store the pencils and pens from
your Cross pen and pencil set in your leather case. The drawback is that the elegant
cases may be bulky if you carry them in your pocket, but in a purse or briefcase they will
fit smoothly and snugly. Aluminum cases, on the other hand, provide spaces that
precisely fit your Cross mechanical pencil. You can slide the aluminum case more easily
into your pocket than the leather pouch, and the metal casing may secure your Cross
pencil better. Both aluminum and leather containers can also hold extra Cross pencil
refills if you desire.

Tip: Refilling Cross Mechanical Pencil

Cross has two different types of Cross mechanical pencil: cassette and cassetteless.
Typically, these take 0.5 mm Cross pen refills, especially in Cross pen and pencil sets.
To determine which Cross pencil you have, remove the cap and examine the top of the
lead storage area. --If the band at the base of the eraser is black, you have a cassette
Cross pencil. --Cassetteless Cross pencils don't show any black at the base of the
eraser. The band is chrome. --Cassette: Insert a new cassette by gripping the black
acrylic eraser holder and pulling gently. Shake the cassette to make sure that it is
empty, then push a new Cross 0.5mm lead cassette into the pencil barrel until you hear
a click. Turn the cap clockwise to put the pencil into the writing position. --Cassetteless:
Remove the eraser and insert nine pieces of 0.5mm leads into the storage cavity.
Return the eraser to seal the top securely.
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